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SUBJECT: CUBA’S VICE PRIME MINISTER LEADS TRADE AND ECONOMIC 
DELEGATION TO CANADA 

REF: OTTAWA 1280, APRIL 9, 1975 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF SEPTEMBER 23 DEPARTMENT OF 
INDUSTRY, TRADE AND COMMERCE PRESS RELEASE ON SUBJECT 
VISIT. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

"A TRADE AND ECONOMIC DELEGATION LED BY DR. CARLOS 
RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ, CUBA'S VICE PRIME MINISTER FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ARRIVES IN OTTAWA TODAY (SEPT. 23) 

FOR THREE DAYS OF TALKS WITH CANADIAN MINISTERS 
AND OFFICIALS. 

"THE VISIT FOLLOWS AN INVITATION BY INDUSTRY, TRADE 
AND COMMERCE MINISTER ALASAIR GILLESPIE DURING HIS 
SUCCESSFUL TRADE MISSION TO CUBA LAST MARCH. 

"THE FIRST MEETING OF THE CUBA/CANADA JOINT COMMITTEE 
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DURING THE VISIT. THIS COMMITTEE WAS PROPOSED 
IN MARCH AS AFORUM FOR PERIODIC REVIEW OF 
ECONMIC AND TRADE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. 

"WHILE IN OTTAWA DR. RODRIGUEZ IS EXPECTED TO 
MEET WITH THE PRIME MINISTER. THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE CANADIAN CABINET. 

"CUBA IS CANADA S LARGEST SINGLE MARKET IN THE 
CARRIBEAN AREA AND THIS YEAR HAS BECOME 
CANADA'S THIRD LARGEST MARKET IN THE ENTIRE 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE, AFTER THE U.S.A. AND 
VENEZUELA. IN 1974 CANADA WAS CUBA'S THIRD 
MOST IMPORTANT SUPPLIER, WITH OUR EXPORTS EXCEEDED 
ONLY BY THOSE OF THE U.S.S.R. AND JAPAN. 

"CANADA S EXPORTS TO CUBA HAVE EXPANDED RAPIDLY 
IN RECENT YEARS, INCREASING FROM $59 MILLION 
IN 1972 TO $83 MILLION IN 1973, FOLLOWED BY A FURTHER 
INCREASE TO $145 MILLION IN 1974. 

"IN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF THIS YEAR CANADA'S 
EXPORTS TO CUBA HAVE INCREASED BY 1 14 PERCENT, 

FROM $51 TO $109 MILLION. CUBA'S EXPORTS TO 
CANADA HAVE ALSO SHOWN A RAPID INCREASE FROM 
$1 1 MILLION IN 1972 TO $76 MILLION IN 1974. 

IN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF THIS YEAR CUBAN 
EXPORTS TO CANADA WERE UP BY 41 PERCENT, AN 
INCREASE FROM $24 MILLION IN THE FIRST SIX 
MONTHS OF LAST YEAR TO $34 MILLION IN THE 
SAME PERIOD THIS YEAR." 

END TEXT 

2. COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR WILL FOLLOW 
NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF VISIT AND WILL REPORT 
ANYTHING OF SIGNIFICANCE. ALSO PLANS TO 
DISCUSS VISIT AND RESULTS ACHIEVED WITH 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 OTTAWA 03607 241633Z 

INDUSTRY, TRADE AND COMMERCE OFFICER CONCERNED 
WITH CANADA/CUBA TRADE. 
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